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Congratulations to Emily Holley, a fourth 
grade teacher at Meadowview Elementary, and 
Michelle Thompson, a special education teacher 
at Riverview Elementary, on being chosen as 
the Farmington Teachers of the Year! Each year 
District 192 teachers vote for two educators to 
honor as the Farmington Teachers of the Year. 
These are individuals who stand out to their 
colleagues as going above and beyond to serve 
learners. 

Congratulations, Ms. Holley! 
Ms. Holley began teaching at Meadowview 

Elementary in 2014 and has taught second and 
fourth grade. Being a teacher is a fulfillment of 
a lifelong dream for her. “I truly believe that is 
what I have been called to do. Every year I have 
to say goodbye to a sweet group of students but 
also I get to welcome new ones into my room. 
I get to love them first and teach them second. 
The opportunity to influence a child’s heart and 
mind is the greatest privilege in the world and 
something that I want to continue to do as long 
as I can,” she shared. 

Her favorite part of teaching is watching her 
students grow as learners. “One of the things I 
love is when a student in my class is transformed 
by the process of learning. Not by some tidbit 
of knowledge they have gained but instead when 
they realize that the learning process, all the 
work and perseverance that it takes, was worth 
it and they can look back and feel truly satisfied 
with what they have produced,” she shared.

Unsurprisingly, the greatest challenge Ms. 
Holley has encountered in her teaching career is 
the COVID-19 pandemic and sustained distance 
learning. “I want my students to want to learn 
but when they don’t want to learn, motivat-
ing them from a distance can be very difficult. 
Distance learning is so much more than creating 
videos and assigning work, it’s the constant fight 
to keep their hearts and minds in the classroom 
and wishing every day that you could just be 
together.… It’s been hard but it will be so sweet 
when we can all be together again.”  

Thankfully, Ms. Holley has a supportive 
work family to help when times are tough. “The 
staff  and administration has been so incredibly 
supportive and have truly made me who I am as 
a teacher. They are all so willing to advise, sup-
port, laugh, cry, challenge, collaborate and love 
one another. Teaching can be hard and teachers 
need other teachers to survive. I just love being 
able to work in a place that is life giving with 
people that are going to fight with you and not 
against you.”

Outside of teaching, Ms. Holley enjoys 
spending time with her husband, Tyler, listen-
ing to audiobooks and podcasts while she runs, 
drawing, doodling, and modern calligraphy. “I 
create my own clipart, fonts, cards and artwork. 
And of course, I make silly Tiktok videos for my 
students and teacher friends (@MrsHolley4),” 
she shared.  

Congratulations, 
Ms. Thompson! 

Michelle Thompson is a lifelong Farmington 
Tiger. She was a student in the district before 
earning her education degree in Wisconsin, 
teaching in California and St. Paul, and eventu-
ally returning to District 192 as a teacher in 
2000. Like Emily Holley, Ms. Thompson has 
always wanted to be a teacher. “There was never 
any question for me about what my career was 
going to be; I knew I wanted to be a teacher 
from a very young age and that just never wa-
vered for me,” she shared. 

What does she like most about teaching? 
“The most enjoyable part about teaching for 
me is the connection with the students and their 
families.  I work hard to make sure all students 
know I care and I am there to help them how-
ever I can.”

“I am inspired and challenged in the best 
way by supportive administrators, an incredible 
building staff, and a terrific team of teachers at 
Riverview that I learn from every day. A special 
thank you to my special education team - we 
all work together in the best possible ways and 
bring out the best in each other!”

Outside of teaching, Ms. Thompson enjoys 
spending time with friends and family. “I like to 
swim, visit a warm place in winter, if  possible 
and go to concerts,” she shared. 

2020 Farmington Teachers of the Year

Ms. Emily Holley, 4th grade teacher at Meadowview 
Elementary and District 192 Teacher of the Year

Ms. Holley with students Cale Shaffer (left) and Xavi 
Olando-Rojas (right) at a Chick-Fil-A spirit night in 
2019 which benefited the Science and Engineering Fair.

Ms. Michelle Thompson, Riverview Elementary 
Special Education Teacher and District 192 Teacher 
of the Year

Issues of equity and 
racism have become major 
parts of our local and 
national conversations – but 
they’re difficult subjects 
to talk about. To help 
our community grow and 
learn together, Farmington 
Community Education has 
provided opportunities for 
local residents to read, view,  
learn from, and then discuss 
articles, book excerpts, and 

TED talks related to these 
topics. These resources 
provided research, personal 
stories and practical advice 
to help the participants 
delve deeper into these 
complex topics. Eventually, 
Google Meets were set up 
for discussion.

The first opportunity was 
entitled “Seeds of Change” 
and was held in a six week 
session beginning the end of 

June and running through 
July. Participants registered 
free through Community 
Education and then were 
emailed each week the name 
and works of an author to 
review. The following Mon-
day, they met virtually to 
discuss and share what they 
had learned. Representatives 
from the District 192 Equity 
Leadership Team helped 
lead the discussion.

With the success of this 
first discussion a second op-
portunity was held October 
6-November 10 to read 
and learn from New York 
Times Bestselling author 
Ijeoma Oluo’s book, So You 
Want to Talk about Race. 
Each week, the participants 
read three chapters of the 
book, then came together 
for discussion and learning. 
Sessions were facilitated by 

members of the district’s 
Equity Leadership Team.

Plans are being made 
for more community equity 
discussions. Watch for more 
information coming in Janu-
ary regarding this and please 
consider joining a session. 
Registration information 
will be shared on Farming-
ton Community Education’s 
website and social media.

Community Equity Conversations to Continue
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Congratulations to Adam Fischer, Farmington High 
School Football Coach, on being chosen as the 2020 
District Coach of the Year! Coach Fischer has been the 
head FHS Football Coach since 2015. In his time coach-
ing football he’s learned a lot, faced challenges, and seen 
success. Here’s what he had to share about his experience 
as a coach: 

What does coaching mean to you? 
“I coach to serve and help grow young men of char-

acter.  I want to have the opportunity to impact young 
people’s lives in a positive manner. Coaching football al-
lows me to build lasting relationships with my players and 
helps me instill in them some characteristics that I think 
will help them long after they leave Farmington High 
School.  Being able to be a part of their journey through 
high school is something that I cherish and the relation-
ships that we create and the memories that we form make 
all the hard work and time spent totally worth it.”

What’s the best part 
of being a coach? 

“The best part of being a coach is spending time with 
the players and building positive long lasting relationships. 
The X’s and O’s of football are enjoyable, but it’s all about 
the bonds that you form with the coaches and kids that 
make coaching worthwhile. I also really enjoy watching a 
kid join our program as a 9th grader and then watching 
him grow and develop until he finally reaches his senior 
year. Every person is different and kids grow and mature 
in so many different ways. The growth part of the process/
journey is amazing. Our kids work really hard and there 
have been some pretty incredible transformations. Tak-
ing that process a step further, it’s also great when players 
come back and share their post-high school successes. It’s 
awesome to hear about our players and the great things 
that they are doing with their lives after high school!”

What do you find most challenging  
about being a coach? 

“Being a head coach presents a lot of challenges. I 
think the most challenging thing for me is finding a bal-
ance in communicating with all of my players. We have a 
lot of guys who compete on the varsity team and through-
out the football program. Each one of them is critical to 
our success, and I value each player’s contribution…. I 
want all of my players to know how much I care about 
them, and it is difficult when I can’t talk to everyone as 
much as I’d like.”

What have you learned through 
coaching football? 

“The one thing I’d like to pass on to all the little 
tigers out there is that with hard work, dedication, and 
grit anyone can develop into a great high school football 
player.  It doesn’t matter how little, big, fast, or strong you 
are; with the right attitude and work-ethic, anyone can 
develop themselves into a player that can contribute at the 
varsity level….  It’s not an easy game, but it is a rewarding 
one.  Those who commit and are willing to put in the time 
will find that they are able to form incredible friendships, 
memories, and positive characteristics that will last a life-
time.  There is nothing that compares to FRIDAY NIGHT 
LIGHTS!!!!”

How do you feel about being 
named District Coach of the Year?
“It is an honor to be the head football coach at Farm-

ington High School. I was named the District Coach 
of the Year, but that is a result of the great players and 
tremendous coaches that we have in this football program.  
Along with that, we have incredible support from our 
administration and community that allows us to do what 

we do. The Booster Club also does an amazing amount 
of work behind the scenes to ensure that our players and 
coaches are able to be successful. I feel so blessed to be 
a part of this community and this football program; I’m 
looking forward to continuing to build on the great tradi-
tion that Farmington Football has for many years to come.  
GO TIGERS!”

LINN’S CARPET & FLOORING
301 Elm St. Downtown Farmington, MN

651-463-4887 WWW.LINNSCARPET.COM

Excellent Installation • Carpet • Eng. Hardwood
• Luxury Vinyl Planks • Restretching & Repairs

NEW YEAR CARPET
EVENT GOING ON NOW!

“Since 1964”

0% FINANCING FOR
12 MONTHS

NotGoodWithOtherOffers.
SeeStore ForDetails

2020 District Coach of the Year: Adam Fischer

Photo Caption: Tiger Family: FHS Football Coach Adam 
Fischer with his children.

Farmington Elementary partnered with the City of 
Farmington to collect donations for Toys for Town, a 
charity that helps local families in need of additional 
assistance during the holiday season. This year it was a 
drive through spectacular with lights, snowmen, penguins, 
a polar bear, and many waving volunteers. Community 
members were invited to drive through and drop off  dona-
tions. Altogether our community donated almost 1000 
toys and $330 in cash donations.           

A big thank you to everyone who gave time, toys, or a 
monetary donation. Many thanks to the FHS Girls Bas-
ketball, Wrestling and Gymnastics programs for helping at 
the event. It is a joy to see the Farmington community pull 
together! 

FES 
Gives Back
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Are you looking for childcare or pre-
school for your child?  Farmington Com-
munity Education has flexible options to 
meet the needs of all families for children 
age 3 through 5th grade.   

Wee Tigers Preschool, for children ages 
3-5, is a half  day, or full day, partial week 
preschool program that is Parent Aware 4 
Star rated. Offered during the school year, 
in multiple locations throughout the dis-
trict, Wee Tigers provides each child with a 
positive learning environment and prepares 
the child for kindergarten entrance. Classes 
are now also available online through our 
Wee Tigers Online Academy. Pathways l 
and Pathways ll scholarships can be used 
for Wee Tigers Preschool.

The Stepping Stones program, offers full 
day, full week care, year round for children 
ages 3-5. Stepping Stones is a certified child 
care center through the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Human Services. Our professional 
staff  encourage children to progress at their 
own pace, according to individual needs 
and abilities. Stepping Stones participants 
also have the option of attending Wee 
Tigers preschool during their day. Stepping 
Stones accepts Dakota County Child Care 
Assistance. 

Looking for care for your school-age 
child?  Enroll in our premiere before and 
after school aged care program, Kid Con-
nection, right at your child’s school.  Care 
is available before and/or after school, and 
on many non-school days. Care is also 
available during the summer months at 2 

locations. Our convenient in school loca-
tion makes it easy for our staff  to interact 
with your child’s teacher if  necessary. 
The all-inclusive daily fee covers snacks, 
activities, supplies, field trips and a t-shirt. 
Flexible schedules are available for fami-
lies who need that option. Opportunities 
for social skill development, recreation, 
and academic enrichment are part of our 
daily schedule. Kid Connection accepts 
Dakota County Child Care Assistance. Kid 
Connection is a certified child care center 
through the Minnesota Department of Hu-
man Services.

Preschool and Child Care — right in your neighborhood school!

Registration for the 2021-
22 School Year for Stepping 

Stones and Wee Tigers opens 
on February 1, 2021. 

Summer Kid Connection 
opens March 1, 2021 and 

Kid Connection School Year 
2021-22 registration opens 

on May 1, 2021. 

More information is available 
at www.farmingtonCE.com, 
askCE192@farmington.k12.
mn.us or (651) 460-3200.

For the past several years, third grade students at River-
view Elementary have created gingerbread house replicas of 
important Farmington landmarks. They study local history 
through researching various buildings and businesses in 
Farmington. Then they practice their language arts skills 
by writing short opinion based articles about one building. 
Finally, they put geometry concepts into practice by building 
a gingerbread version of the building they researched and 
wrote about.

This is a big project that students look forward to each 
year and this year’s third grade class was excited to continue 
the tradition. In years past, all the gingerbread houses have 
been displayed in the school in a room-wide replica of the 
town. Friends, family members, and fellow students all came 
to see the gingerbread houses and learn about our commu-
nity. This year the school was unable to host the same viewing 
event; however, students were able to deliver their creations to 
the local businesses and community buildings they were mod-
eled after and the public was invited to tour the town and see 
the gingerbread houses on display.

Although this project looked a little different than in years 
past, students showed the same joy and pride in their work. 
This was an important learning opportunity that Riverview 
Elementary looks forward to continuing for years to come. 

Riverview Students Continue Gingerbread House Tradition



Page 4  |  JANUARY 1, 2021 Farmington Area Public Schools  |  SCHOOL REPORTER

Tiger Tales - Stories from 
distance learning and beyond 
School looks different this year and yet, in the midst of so much change and uncer-

tainty, due to their grit, perseverance, and flexibility, our students continue to learn. 
They are doing science experiments, participating in book discussions, talking with 
teachers, creating art, and staying active. Here is a very small glimpse into what learn-
ing has looked like in District 192 over the fall and early winter. You can see more 
highlights like this on our website and social media. 

Akin Road Elementary 
Akin Road Elementary is one of the primary pick up locations 

for food service during distance learning. Free meals (breakfast and 
lunch) are available for all enrolled ISD 192 students on school days. 
We are grateful for the hard work our Chartwells food service part-
ners put in preparing these grab and go meals for our learners. 

Boeckman Middle School
(ABOVE) Sixth grade students at Boeckman Middle School ex-

perimented with separating mixtures during distance learning. 

(RIGHT) Seventh grade science teachers at Boeckman Middle 
School sent home supply bags before Thanksgiving break so learners 
could set up a mini experiment at home to see evidence of cellular 
respiration.

Farmington Elementary 
Farmington Elementary students made nature collages, 

incorporating lessons in both art and science. 
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Dodge Middle School
(MIDDLE) “Hosting 8th grade virtual lunch 

and it turned into an art show!  I was truly im-
pressed with the art skills!” - Mr. Chad Olson, 
Dodge Middle School Teacher 

(RIGHT) “On the first day of Distance Learn-
ing, a student asked in our meeting, ‘Can I play 
something on my piano?’ The answer was obvious-
ly YES, and he proudly played a beautiful song. 
A student then asked to sing, so now all meetings 
will start with a talent show performance,” Dodge 
Middle School Language Arts Teacher Kristin 
Conrad shared. Since that first day, students have 
opened the class with juggling, tuba, singing and 
ukulele performances.

(BELOW) Mr. Ryan at Dodge Middle School 
enjoys getting creative with his facemasks.

Riverview Elementary
(ABOVE) “Prepping distance learning materials for 

ECSE at Riverview. Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do 
You See? I see teachers and children making learning hap-
pen virtually.” - Deborah Johnson, Riverview Elementary 
ECSE (Early Childhood Special Education) Teacher 

(RIGHT) Kindergarten students in Renee Schultz’s 
class at work on literacy skills wherever it’s comfortable - in 
a fort, on the couch, or even with siblings. 

Tiger Tales continued
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Strengthening the fabric
of our community.

As much as we are a financial institution, Old National is a group
of parents, volunteers, artists, athletes, neighbors and friends.
By making investments of our time, talent and treasure, we
work with you to strengthen the fabric of our community.

oldnational.com

Old National proudly supports
Farmington Schools.

Farmington 324 Oak St 612-656-3758
Delivering Students Safely to

Farmington’s Schools Since 1948!
5119 W. 212th St., Farmington

651-463-8689 www.minnesotacoaches.com

For a Rewarding Job Opportunity
Stop In and See the Difference!

CHARTER SERVICES - Motor coaches,mini-coaches or school buses,we provide
safe,clean, friendly,and timely charter transportation services for groups of all sizes
across town and across country.Overnight and extended trip options are available.

Proud Partner of
farmington SchoolS

Tiger Tales continued

Farmington High School 
“Just had a Google Meet with my Homeroom class 

and everyone showed up!! Meeting with them all and 
hearing them all talk honestly made my day…. One 
student was telling me how they killed it on the Debate 
Team, some were telling us how they are staying active, 
we all agreed that we need more snow.” - Joe Bullis, FHS 
Physical Education Teacher via Twitter. 

Meadowview Elementary 
Ms. Haase, the art teacher at Meadowview Elementa-

ry, getting creative with almost 70 1st graders on Google 
Meet!

North Trail Elementary
“Thanks for all you do!” - Amber Orr, North Trail 

Elementary 1st Grade Teacher
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5 Ways to 
Encourage 

Physical 
Activity this 

Winter
As we head into the freezing cold Min-

nesotan winter season, our children often 
struggle to find ways to stay active. Avoid 
the urge to snuggle in a blanket and watch 
movies every night! Physical activity has 
many health benefits –muscle strength, 
heart health, flexibility and coordination. 
Let’s set the bar higher this winter and 
get moving! Instilling a healthy lifestyle in 
childhood will roll over into adulthood. 
Here are five (outdoor, socially distanced) 
activities that you might not think of as 
“exercise” that your family can try this 
winter!

Bundle up and take a 
walk in the snow.

Believe it or not, walking in the snow is 
a great way to strengthen your ‘stabilizing’ 
muscles. Make it an adventure by look-
ing for animal tracks (or for younger kids, 
pretend to be the animals). Snowshoeing 
and cross-country skiing will expand your 
horizons even further, allowing you to 
explore the remote wilderness.

Head over to the  
local ski hill.

The whole family can enjoy skiing, 
snowboarding or snow tubing. Buck Hill 
Ski & Snowboard Area in Burnsville is a 
nearby option, offering lessons to kids (and 
adults) of all ages. Or just find a hill in your 
backyard and go sledding!

Bring the 
workout home.

Clear space in your living room and 
watch kid’s dance fitness videos. During TV 
commercial breaks, jog in place, do body-
weight squats, sit-ups and burpees. Incor-
porate weights, resistance bands, skipping 
ropes or stability balls. Hang a basketball 
hoop on the wall or set up indoor hockey 
nets. For little ones, tape hopscotch to the 
floor.

Convert your backyard 
into a play zone.

Create an obstacle course outside using 
balls, ropes, and household items around 
your house. When the snow falls, create a 
target with red food coloring and throw 
snowballs at it. For younger kids, making 
snowmen, snow angels and snow forts is 
always a blast!

Plan a trip to the  
skating rink.

Take the family to one of the many 
outdoor skating rinks in our community. 

Ice skating and playing hockey are great 
aerobic and social workouts. 

Be brave and try something new this 
winter! Always remember to incorporate 
physical activity into your children’s daily 
routine – don’t make it a chore, although 
shoveling is a great workout. Have fun!

How to 
Practice 

Mindfulness 
2020 was a stressful year. One way to 

help reduce stress and improve overall men-
tal wellbeing is mindfulness. Mindfulness 
can fit into your life in many different ways. 
Formal practices such as yoga and medita-
tion are great ways to work on mindfulness. 
These can be sought out by finding a local 
class with an experienced teacher (check 
out Community Ed offerings!) or by using 
a podcast, video, or app, of which there are 
plenty to choose from.

There are also many informal ways you 
can foster mindfulness, by bringing focused 
and curious attention to things you already 
do. Here are some examples of things you 
do that you could do more mindfully:

Mindful walking
When you go for a walk or walk from 

one place to another, pay attention to each 
step and how the rhythm of walking feels 

in your body. Look at your surroundings 
and try to notice things you might not 
otherwise see. Rather than thinking about 
the place you just left or your destination, 
focus on the walk itself.

Mindful eating
Often when we eat we are glued to our 

smartphones, watching TV or locked into 
a conversation. Choose one meal a day to 
eat mindfully – breakfast is a good choice 
for a lot of people. When you eat mind-
fully, chew slowly and pay attention to the 
flavors and textures.

Mindful breathing
Take a few moments each day to 

practice mindful breathing. Focus on each 
breath, on the sensations in your nose and 
throat and how the air fills and empties out 
of your lungs and abdomen.

Unplug
Take time away from your phone and 

the computer and do something you enjoy 
and do it mindfully. 

Try some of these mindfulness exercises 
today and over the next week to see how 
they affect your wellness. 

These wellness tips and highlights are 
brought to you by the Farmington Area 
Public Schools Wellness Committee. To 
learn more about the wellness committee or 
our Fit as Tigers series, please visit https://
www.farmington.k12.mn.us/news/commu-
nity_resources.

Fit as Tigers - Wellness Tips for Winter 

Over 100 Years of Community Pride!

Castle RoCk Bank

You know us, we know you.
That’s the Spirit of Community Pride!

ALL
WELCOME

Farmington 651-463-4014 | Castle Rock 651-463-7590
Randolph 507-403-2777

www.castlerockbank.net

Tiger Tales continued

I’m here for
the fries
future.

Flexmy schedule
and earn paid
time away.

Get $2,500 or
more in tuition
assistance.

Usemy 30%
National Employee

Discount.*
McDonald’s®
works forme.

Apply Today
Text Mn117 to 38000

McDonald’s is so much more than a paycheck. It’s a chance
to reach your goals and build your future—with college tuition
assistance, high school completion programs, English language
courses, and valuable job training.

Get a job that fits your life, inspires your best,
and moves you forward.
* National Employee Discount
only available at participating restaurants.

© 2018 McDonald’s. Most McDonald’s restaurants are operated by independent franchisees who are independent employers, and
set their own employment policies and practices, including pay and benefits for the people working in their restaurants. McDonald’s
does not control the independent franchisees’ employment policies and practices and does not employ those working at franchised
restaurants. The benefits described here are available at McDonald’s-owned restaurants and the restaurants of participating
franchisees.McDonald’s and its franchisees are equal opportunity employers committed to a diverse and inclusive workforce.
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Resources for Students & Families

Food Resources 
If  you or someone you know 

is in need of food assistance 
now or at any time, you can 
visit www.360communities.org or 
https://www.hungersolutions.org/
find-help/ or one of the food shelf  
locations listed below:

Farmington Food Shelf, 510 
Walnut Street Farmington, MN 
55024, (952) 985-5300

Rosemount Family Resource 
Center, 14521 Cimarron Avenue 
West, Rosemount, MN 55068, 
(651)  322-5113

Lakeville -Messiah Community 
Food Shelf, Messiah Lutheran 
Church, 16725 Highview Avenue, 
Lakeville, MN 55044, (952)  985-
5300

Housing Resources 
Dakota County residents may 

call the Housing Crisis Line at 
651-554-5751 if  they need: emer-
gency shelter due to homelessness 
or fleeing domestic violence; in-
formation on community housing 
resources and referrals; or, rental 
assistance due to loss of income 
as a result of COVID-19.

If  you need short-term emer-
gency financial assistance (usually 
a one-time payment) for people 
experiencing a financial hardship 
such as an eviction or utility shut-
off, you can call 651-554-5611 or 
visit https://applymn.dhs.mn.gov. 

Technology  
Resources

Dakota County Libraries WiFi 
signals have been expanded to 
cover the parking lots at all Dako-
ta County Library locations. Use 
of computers and other resources 
are available by appointment 
through Dakota County Libraries.

Dakota County Library 
now offers Wi-Fi hotspots and 
Chromebooks to provide free 
internet access at home or on 
the go. To check one out, visit 
the catalog to place a hold on a 
Wi-Fi hotspot or Wi-Fi hotspot 

and Chromebook Kit. You can 
also drop by any Dakota County 
Library location to pick one up 
while supplies are available. Each 
can be checked out for 6 weeks. 
Individuals will need a Dakota 
County Library Card to reserve 
and check one out — registering 
for a library card can be easily 
completed in-person or online.

To use a Wi-Fi hotspot, indi-
viduals will use their own phone, 
tablet, laptop or other device to 
connect to a hotspot and ac-
cess the internet. Or, they can 
check out both a Wi-Fi hotspot 
and Chromebook and use the 
Chromebook to connect to the 
hotspot. 

Parenting 
Resources

School Age Care - Kid Con-
nection school age care, provided 
by Farmington Community Edu-
cation, is available to grades K-5 
in each elementary school. Hours 
are 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, including most 
Non-School Days and some 
Holidays. The program aligns 
with guidelines from the Minne-
sota Department of Health and 
the CDC. Staff  teach and practice 
social distancing and health skills.

Registration Deadlines: In or-
der to prepare for staff  to student 
ratios, Kid Connection reserves 
the right to delay processing any 
registrations the two weeks before 
and one week after school begins. 
Start dates may be delayed ac-
cording to the approval of pend-
ing registrations.  Approval of a 
new contract will take a minimum 
of one week (seven days). More 
detailed information is available 
on our website and by calling 
(651) 460-3200.

Early Childhood Family Edu-
cation (ECFE) is a program for 
parents and their children during 
the years from birth through pre-
kindergarten. ECFE is a relaxed 
and fun place to meet other 
families with young children, and 
play and learn together. We offer a 
wide variety of classes, including 
weekly classes, one time classes, 
drop-in classes, special events, 
online classes, and several special 
opportunities. There are day and 
evening options offered and many 
classes have sibling care for pre-
school siblings. Classes are afford-
able and your fee payment will be 
based on your family income.

All of our ECFE classes are 
led by experienced, licensed teach-
ers who help children discover 
and learn about the world around 
them through activities and play 
using art, science, movement, 
games, and stories. Our teachers 
create a safe and secure learning 
environment where children thrive 
and parents receive information, 
friendship, and support. More 
information here: https://www.
farmington.k12.mn.us/commu-
nity_education/early_learning

ECFE Parenting Coaches — 

ECFE offers one on one coaching 
sessions for families at home, on 
site or over the phone. During 
your coaching session, an expe-
rienced licensed parent educator 
will provide answers to questions 
you might have about parent-
ing, bedtime struggles, healthy 
eating, toilet training, tantrums, 
and more. To schedule your free 
private session: call 651-460-3200 
or email twashburn@farmington.
k12.mn.us or kdia@farmington.
k12.mn.us

COVID-19 Testing 
Minnesota offers free, at-home 

COVID-19 saliva testing for 
people who believe they need to 
be tested, with or without symp-
toms. This has been expanded to 
all counties in the state, and can 
be ordered using the COVID-19 
Test at Home webpage: https://
www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/
coronavirus/testsites/

Right now families can order 
up to five test kits per household. 
Families will be asked if  they have 
insurance, but the state will cover 
the costs for any uninsured or 
underinsured families. You should 
not receive a bill using this testing 
option. 


